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BHRSC sends the newsletter via bulk mail so we can spend more of our money on the hounds! Unfortunately, that means we don’t get the newsletters back 
if they can’t be delivered, so if you plan to move, please email us your new address to askabasset@bassethoundrescue.org. And be sure to sign up

for our monthly email newsletter on our website or Facebook page!
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All proceeds will support our mission of rescuing, sheltering and providing
exceptional care for every hound that comes to us in need.



loving homes
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THE BASSETEER
A  P U B L I C A T I O N  O F  B A S S E T  H O U N D  R E S C U E  O F  S O U T H E R N  C A L I F O R N I A

Providing the last home a hound will ever have and knowing that you’re 
helping a hound who will never be adopted are the greatest rewards of 
being a Forever Foster parent, according to Jo Waite and Erin Powell. 

Jo is one of BHRSC’s longtime 
Forever Foster moms, and Erin spent 
a year and a half giving a loving home 
to Dodger, a young Basset Hound 
with a congenital heart condition who 
has since crossed the rainbow bridge. 

Jo’s current Forever Foster, Sam, came 
to her one year ago after being with 

his former family for 10 years. He has 
severe anxiety and needed a calmer, 
more consistent home environment. 
“What I love the most about him is 
that Sam innately trusts that we will 
meet his emotional needs no matter 
how much chaos he creates,” says Jo, 
adding that he lets her know when 
he needs to wear his thunder shirt 

read more about forever foster homes ON PAGE 2. 

erin
& dodger

jo
& sam



Happy Spring!

I would like to formally introduce myself for those who 
don't know me! I have volunteered with BHRSC since 
Bids and Bites for Bassets in 2018; that is where I fell 
in love with this rescue! I started off as the Home Visit 
Coordinator and quickly moved into the Volunteer 
Coordinator role all while also being on the Planning 
Committee for both Spring Games and Bids and Bites. 

In mid 2019 I switched to being the Adoption 
Coordinator, a position I absolutely loved! I also joined 
the Board of Directors mid-year. Since then, I have 
learned so much about what it takes to run a successful 
rescue and have fallen even more in love with BHRSC.

I grew up in Southern CA and moved back here in 2018 
with my husband so we could raise our daughter here. I 
have a 7-year-old Basset Hound named Chewbacca and 
we recently lost our BHRSC alum, Joey. I am a stay-at-
home mom and love volunteering my time! I try to attend 
every meet up and event, so if you see me, please say hi! 

I will strive to keep up the great work Melissa did with 
BHRSC and throw in some of my own flare and ideas.

Stay healthy and happy,

Felicia Vandever

• Letter from the President •

“jammies” for security. Sam, a work in progress, once 
showed Jo just how severe his anxiety was. She and her 
husband briefly left him unattended at home to meet 
with friends outside. Next thing they knew, Sam had 
joined the party after breaking through wooden blinds, a 
window screen, and clearing bushes in order to be with 
them. 

Erin and Dodger

What Erin loved most about 
Dodger, whose life was expected to 
be measured only in months, was 
knowing that her “main job was 
to spoil him rotten.” Two months 
turned into six months, and then an 
amazing 18 months – outliving Erin’s 
lab and other Basset Hound.

She got Dodger a companion, 
Buster, and from the start, Dodger let 
Buster know that even at 32 lbs., he was his boss. Buster 
could have fought for the alpha position but didn’t, and 
Dodger would tell him whenever he was out of line. In 
Dodger’s last week, Buster had managed to get out one 
morning after the gate latch broke, and Dodger alerted 
Erin by pacing and whining until she got up. He was tiny, 

but he looked out for Buster.

The Challenges and Lessons

“Each hound has their own background tale, personality 
and set of needs,” says Jo, who often has multiple 

fosters, adding that “patience, 
perseverance, a good support 
system and knowing when to ask for 
help are the keys to fostering.” 

You never have to go at it alone. 
Forever Fostering “comes with a 
village to help,” says Erin. You have the 
support of everyone on the BHRSC 
foster and medical teams, and that 
“village has become like family,” 
says Jo. She remains committed to 
Forever Fostering despite the tears 
and challenges, saying, “when that 
special hound takes its last breath and 

feels your arms around it, he or she will know that they were 
unconditionally loved and that is what makes it all worth it.” 

Echoing that sentiment, Erin adds that in the end, “you 
were able to do what many would not have chosen to do 
for this special dog you have.”

LOVING HOMEs (cont'd. from pg. 1) 
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See page 4 to learn more about BHRSC’s
Forever Foster Program and how you can help. 

dodger
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At Basset Hound Rescue of Southern California, 
our mission and reason for being is to offer 
sanctuary, healing, and Forever Families to 
distressed, abandoned, injured, or homeless 
hounds.  We welcome and are committed to 
helping hounds of all ages, circumstances, and 
medical conditions. 

PROVIDING LOVING HOMES FOR ALL HOUNDS

Hounds find themselves at BHRSC for all kinds of 
reasons and sometimes re-homing them is blessedly easy 
due to our wonderful supporters and adoptive families.  
Other times, however, a hound comes to us with ailments 
or issues that will make their formal adoption, with the 
adoptive family taking on all expenses, very challenging 
if not impossible.  We realized we needed to find a way for 
willing families to provide loving homes for these 
hounds.  We knew a key component would be  BHRSC 
assisting with a support net for their veterinary care and 
other special needs.  Out of this realization, our Forever 
Foster program evolved
 
Specialized care for special hounds

Although we had been doing something similar for 
years, we formally established the program in 2014 and 
more than 30 hounds have been homed and loved as 
part of it since then.  When a hound comes to BHRSC 
and the intake information, behavioral analysis, and/or 
veterinary examination reveal conditions that would 
render them “unadoptable,” we seek a family that is 
willing to provide a home and lots of love for the 
remainder of the hound’s life, with BHRSC’s assistance. 

Hounds in this program generally have significant or 
long-term health issues that will require specialized care 
or expensive medications, and that ultimately may 
render a hound’s life expectancy diminished.  We 
consider the severity and likelihood of recovery from the 
condition, whether it is treatable or not, quality-of-life 
and other factors when deciding whether a hound is 
more appropriately placed as an adoption or as a 
Forever Foster. 

When a hound is placed in the Forever Foster Program, 
BHRSC pays for the veterinary care at one of our 
cooperating vets and any medications or special dietary 
needs. We also provide guidance and help with medical 
or behavioral issues.   Even with all the assistance, we 
know it takes very special families to participate in this 
program, as it often involves a commitment to follow 
specific medication regimens and regular vet visits.  

Finding forever foster families

While some of our Forever Foster hounds are with their 
families for a few years, it also generally involves the 
emotionally difficult understanding that the hound’s 
time with their family is likely to be shorter than anyone 
would like, and that they may need to help with the 
hound’s final journey across the Bridge.  In cases where 
a hound is placed as a Forever Foster due to behavioral 
issues, we’ll continue to provide support and ask the 
fostering family to adhere to certain behavioral 
protocols, which may include avoiding young children, 
other dogs, or the hound’s known triggers.

FOREVER FOSTER PROGRAM
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PROVIDING LOVING HOMES FOR ALL HOUNDS

When we need to find a home for a Forever Foster hound, 
we are looking for families who are willing to open their 
hearts and homes to a hound with special needs.  Because 
of some of the issues, health needs, and generally known 
end-state, these are very special people undaunted by such 
challenges.
 
Our repeat Forever Fosters have reported that while it can 
take a lot out of them, loving a hound in special need and 
providing them a home can also be extremely rewarding.   
We consider our Forever Foster families to be fulfilling an 
angel’s calling!  When we find ourselves in need of one, we 
will generally go through our list of foster families to see if 
one of them has the capacity and willingness to take it on.  
If that pool is saturated, we will reach out on social media.  
Sometimes finding the right Forever Foster for a hound 
can be hard , but we are thankful that someone has always 
stepped up for these special hounds.
 
We are very proud of the program and grateful for our 
Forever Fosters.  In many ways, they provide what is the 
very core of our rescue mission – the hardest hounds to 
help, but one of the things we will always need.  Our 
commitment to the hounds allows no less. 

becoming a forever foster

FOREVER FOSTER PROGRAM
MEDICAL 
EXPENSES

2020 FOREVER FOSTERS

Albert $706.87
Bessy $3,541.16
Buddy $3,009.97
Bugzy $139.90
Julie $1,773.79
Sam  $1,554.05

TOTAL  $10,725.24
The average monthly cost of 
Forever Foster medications.

$385

If you are interested in opening your heart and 
offering your home to a Forever Foster or would 
like more information about the program, please 
reach out to our Foster Coordinator at
foster@bassethoundrescue.org
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 •  CALENDAR OF EVENTS •  •  BHRSC VOLUNTEERS • 

FOR MORE DETAILS ON ALL EVENTS, VISIT 
BASSETHOUNDRESCUE.ORG/EVENT-CALENDAR

Basset Hound Rescue of Southern California operates
with the daily support of an Executive and Associate Executive 

Committee comprised of 51 dedicated volunteers who help in all
aspects of the organization, ranging from taking

in hounds from shelters and owners, finding foster and
forever homes, coordinating medical care, managing events,

graphic and web design, social media and more.

23
OCTOBER

BIDS & BITES
FOR BASSETS

4
decEMBER

HOLIDAY BRUNCH WITH 
BASSETS AND ALUMNI
MEET UP

1
MAY

24TH ANNUAL
SPRING GAMES
10 am

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

Felicia Vandever
President

Jenny Walker, Vice-President
Dawn Keeney, Treasurer

Jill McLoughlin, Secretary
Pam Schmidt, Voting Board Member

BHRSC’S TOP PAWS D ONORS

M a n y  t h a n k s  t o  a l l  o f  o u r  g e n e r o u s  s p o n s o r s !

31
july

BEACH BRUNCH
WITH BASSETS

You love bassets. We love bassets. Meet us on social 
media to share the love – Facebook, Instagram, 
Twitter and TikTok. We have a new social media 
team, Joanne Kwoh-Maysami and Kalia Vandever. 
They are talented, enthusiastic and ready to share 
all things basset.

We recently shared:

• Adoptions • Alumni Updates
• Available Hounds • Love Stories

 • Virtual Valentine’s • Volunteer Positions

And most importantly, gratitude to our supporters.

Follow us on social media to let us know how you 
are doing. And, we’ll let you know what we’re up to.

all bassets, all the time

Thornton S. Glide Jr. and Katrina D. Glide Foundation       The James Samuel       Rogers Foundation       Pam Schmidt      
Ron & Leah Murphy       Stephen Lease       Amanda Fowler       Nicole and Greg St. Claire       Lynn Meyers       

Casey and Tim Wolin       Kim & Gary Ruthenbeck       Melissa and Paul Ruthenbeck-Chiaramonte
Jill & Tim McLoughlin       Michael Arnold       Shirley Knopf       Steven Kosloske       Brooke Harris

David & Sylvaine Capron       Michael & Marsha Connellan       Sara and Benjamin Bert       Robert & Hannah Woods       
Janice Schrufer       Mandy and Ben Schwefel       Walt & Vicki Reeves       George Feltenstein       Jenny & JT Walker       
Patricia Bigler & Marshall Ozawa       Ron Hess       Christian & Dawn Keeney       Jane Groot       Keith Wakamatsu      

Sandra Salinas & Howard Daniels       Susan Wohl       Total Wine and More       Blue City Holdings, LLC
Bill and Mary Mazzetti       C.D. Goodiel       Rick Updyke       Apreva Corporation       The Wrather Family Foundation
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2020: THE LONG & SHORT OF IT

67
HAPPY HOUND

ADOPTIONS

51
VOLUNTEER

COMMITTEE POSITIONS

Made possible 
with the

help of ...

63 TOTAL
HOUND
INTAKES

9 RESCUED
FROM
SHELTERS

35 SURRENDERED
BY OWNER

19 HOUND
HAUL
TRANSFERS

+

41
foster

families

56
fosterED
HOUNDS

• VET EXPENSES 66%

• ADMINISTRATION   9%

• BOARDING   6%

• EVENTS 5%

• MERCHANDISE 5%

• HOUND HAUL 2%

2 0 2 0  E X P E N S E S
$173,041.74

66
%

9% 6%

5%
2%

5%

2 0 2 0  A D O P T I O N S  B Y  C O U N T Y
LOS ANGELES (27)

ORANGE COUNTY (12)

SAN DIEGO (6)

RIVERSIDE (6)

ventura (5)

SAN LUIS OBISPO (1)

SAN BERNARDINO (1)

San Francisco (1)

OTHER – NON-CA (9)

TOTAL: 67 6

SAN LUIS
OBISPO

KERN

SANTA
BARBARA LOS

ANGELES

SAN DIEGO

O.C. RIVERSIDE

IMPERIAL

VENTURA

1
1

5

27

12

SAN BERNARDINO

6

• GENERAL GIFTS 33%

• events 27%

• grants 13%

• adoption fees 10%

• pawtomatic donations  7%

• special pleas  4%

• MERCHANDISE  4%

• TRIBUTES  2%

2 0 2 0  I N C O M E
$261,421.96

2%

33
%

27
%

13
%

10
%

7%
4

%
4

%

2020 HOUND
INTAKES BY AGE

1 under
1 year

14 1-2
years

11 3-4
years

20 5-7
years

17 8 years
or older

2020 HOUND
INTAKES BY SOURCE

6

6

all bassets, all the time


